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REASON S 


Mo$t bumbly offer d for paſſing the Saltpetre Bill. 


Their Majeſlies 


fg HE Commiſſioners of the Ordnance affirm » That they have bit 70 Tuns of 
Fug "_ Salt-perre in Their Majeſties Stores 3 whereas the Stores uſed to be 100 Tuns ; be- 


ſides it is notorious that the King has bought great Quantities of Gunpowder ct the 


The Scarcity Dutch ſince the War. 


and great The general want of Saltp=tre in the Nation isevident from the exceffive price it has been 
Price. uſualiy fold for a Year laſt paſt, which is 1601. the Tun, almoſt three times more than 
F What ithas been formerly fold forhere, or may be bought for in Holland. 

oo, —_— Merchants and Privateers pay more by Two Thirds for Gunpowder than they wou'd 


hare &. 400, if Saltpetre were Imported, and Gunpowder bcing now at above 5 /. the Barrel is pro- 

12. C, 2d, hHibited exportation z wheretore we cannot ſupply our own Plantations in the Weft-Ir:dics with 
Gunpowder. 

Glaſs-men,Re- Glaſs-men, Refiners, and Dyers, make much uſe of it in their Trades, and by reaſon of 

finers, Dyer. the great Price of Saltpetre, and becaule it cannot be Imported, great Quantities of q»a- 
fortis made of Saltp:tre is daily Imported from Holland, Silver fent thitizer to be ſeparated 
from Gold, Cloath to be Coloured, and the Price of our Glaſs raiſed, fo that the Pitch 
will be able to under fell us. 

Theſe three Trades in London on'y, confumes Yearly 300 Tuns. 

Gunpowder. The Engliſh have the Advantage of the Dautco in making Gunpowder by reaſon oi their 
Water-Mills, which the Dutch want, which is fo conſiderable, chat Gunyowder is always 
cheaper (in England) by one third than Saltpetre, but dearer in Holland tor this Reaſon, 
if Saltpztre were Imported, we might ſell Gunpowder cheaper than the Durch, and furniſh 


not only our own Plantations, but ether Countries, which at preſent are fupplied from 
Holland. | 


Note This laſt Year the Officers of Their Majeſties Ordnance have been forc't to pay 10. 
0 


per Barrel for all the Powder was wanted at Barbadoes and other Iſlands, *is believed tne 


ſame is now much dearer there, for they can have no Supply from hence at the Price 
Saltpetre 15 at. 


The Oppoſers of the Bill are the Eaſt-India Company, and the Patentecs for making 
Saltpetre in England. 


The Ea#t-India Company by their Petition to the Houſe of Commons acknowledge they have no 
more than 1co Tuns in England, but ofter in caſcof the non-arrival of their expe&ed Ships with Saltpetie, 


Thar They will be obliged to Supp!y Their Majeſties Occaſions with Gunpowder upon Reaſonablo 
Terms. 


The Patentees ſay they will make quantities ſufficient. 


As to the Eait-India Company. The quantity they pretend to have, will ſupply the private 


occaſions of the Nation but a very little time. 

What they expect may ( as isacknowledged by themſelyes) never arrive; Then the Eaft- 
India Company muſt buy Gunpowder of the Dutch ( for it will be no where elfe to be had ) 
to ſupply the King ; which will be ill Husbandry, when beſides our loſing the Manufacture 
of the Gunpowder: The Datch get 501. per cent more by the Gunpowder,then chey do by the 
Petre which they ſell. 

The Patentees ought not to be truſted, becauſe they deceived the Houſe of Commons 
laſt Seffion, as appears by their Petition at that time preſented, againit a Bill of the ſame Na- 
ture with this 3 when they promiſed to make a quantity ſufficient by September laſt to ſupply 
their Majeſties and the Tradeſmen : Yet hare made to this time nor above three Tuns, and 
its ſuſp:&ed, even that little they pretend to have made, was bought in order :0 Carry on 


their beſt Trade, Stock-Jobbing. Burt if they canrealiy make Saltperre, they may afford t 
Sell it under 70 / per Tun, and then this Bill will -S hure 63-0 _ Py On pen 


The Danger of ſuffering the Publick Stores ro be ExhauFted,or of having but 
a ſmall provifien of aCommoduty, without which we can neither F ight nor 


Trade, is moſt Humbly Recommended to the Cenſideration of this mozF Ho 
nourable Howe. 
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